
What Does Your FICO 
Score Mean?

Locations 
serving you...

• ADAMS 
(608) 339-3307

•	AVOCA 
(608) 532-6210

•	CAMP	DOUGLAS 
(608) 427-3212

•	CASSVILLE 
(608) 725-5121

•	COBB 
(608) 623-2313

•	DICKEYVILLE 
(608) 568-3334

•		ELROY 
(608) 462-8401

•	ENDEAVOR 
(608) 587-2300

•	GAYS	MILLS 
(608) 735-4338

•	HILLSBORO 
(608) 489-2671

•		LONE	ROCK 
(608) 583-5711

•	MAUSTON 
(608) 847-4500

•	NEW	LISBON 
(608) 562-5131

•	OXFORD 
(608) 586-4114

•	SPRING	GREEN 
(608) 588-7787
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The	Prewards
Advantage

Prewards are digital in-
centives (like coupons) 
that are directly linked to 
your debit card. 

With Prewards, you can 
save money at partici-
pating national and local 
retailers simply by using 
your debit card. 

There are no coupons to 
clip or points to accu-
mulate. Best of all, your 
Preward savings are typi-
cally added to your ac-
count shortly after your 
purchase. 

Royal Bank has already 
enrolled you, all you have 
to do is register by visit-
ing our website and click-
ing on the Prewards link.  

By registering, you de-
cide how to be alerted of 
new Prewards available 
and confirm when a Pre-
ward is redeemed.

Visit 
www.royalbank-usa.com 
to register today!

Many adults become aware of their FICO, or credit score when 
applying for a home mortgage or other loan. They may learn that 
their score is 690 or 740 or 770. But what does it really mean?

FICO, an acronym for the Fair Isaac Company, specializes in 
analyzing data to create a financial grade for each potential 
borrower. The score is used to help lenders predict the likelihood 
that a consumer will pay his or her bills on time and be able to 
handle a certain mortgage amount or credit line.

With scores ranging from 300 to 850, FICO uses information 
provided by the three major reporting agencies: Equifax, Experian, 
and TransUnion. When creating a score, FICO considers payment 
history (accounting for 35 percent of your score), amounts owed 
(30 percent), credit history (15 percent), new credit (10 percent) 
and types of credit (10 percent).

So, what does your score mean? 

• 800 or higher: Flawless (13 percent of the population 
have this score.)

• 750 - 799: Excellent (27 percent)
• 700 - 749: Good (18 percent)
• 650 - 699: Mediocre (15 percent)
• 600 - 650: Not good (12 percent)
• 550 - 599: Poor (8 percent)
• 500 - 549: Terrible (5 percent)
• 499 and below: Worst (2 percent)

 
The nation’s credit reporting agencies are required to provide one 
free copy of your credit report every 12 months, at your request. 
To learn what your score is, visit www.AnnualCreditReport.com or 
call 877.322.822 to request your free report. Be sure to inform the 
agencies if you spot any errors or inaccuracies.



You Choose 
New	Debit	Card	Designs

Avoiding	
Holiday	
Scams

NEW to Royal Bank debit card holders - you can now choose which design  appears on 
your personal or business debit card! Simply choose the design you would like to receive 
and we’ll automatically send your new card design when your personal or business debit 
card expires.* Don’t have a Royal Bank debit card? No problem! Speak with a customer 
service  representative today to request enrollment. 

 

 
 
*Existing cards ordered prior to their expiration date will be charged a $10 fee.

The holiday season is just around 
the corner and before we know it, 
2015 will be knocking on our front 
door. While this time of year tends to 
glisten with generosity, giving thanks 
and celebrating with family and 
friends, it also gleams with scam-
mers attempting to take advantage of 
people’s giving spirits. Much like the 
Grinch who stole Christmas, scam-
mers don’t care if they spoil your 
holiday cheer, but we do!

Here are some tips to help safeguard 
your money this holiday season. 

Use	a	credit	card,	not	a	debit	
card,	when	shopping	online. 
Should it be necessary to dispute 
a transaction on your account, the 
credit card issuer will credit the 
funds back to your account while 
an investigation is underway. Debit 
card disputes on your account are 
typically not credited back until the 
investigation is complete, which can 
be a time-consuming and frustrating 
process.

Always	use	a	secure	internet	

connection	to	shop	
online.	With more 
restaurants and 
venues offering free 
Wi-Fi, it’s important 
to remember that 
those networks are 
public, allowing any-
one to easily connect 
to them including 
hackers. Your per-
sonal information is 
vulnerable when you 
use public Wi-Fi. Wait 
until you are in a 
trusted and protected 
network, such as at home, to do any 
online shopping.

Look	for	the	padlock	icon	when	
checking	out	online.	When checking 
out or making a donation online, the 
website should take you to a secure 
site. This will be indicated either by an 
icon next to the web address that looks 
like a padlock or by the letters “https” 
at the beginning of the web address. If 
you do not see either of these security 
features, do not enter your payment 
information into the site as it is not a 
secure site. 

If	it	sounds	too	good	to	be	true,	it	
probably	is.	Don’t get blinded by a 
good deal. When in doubt about wheth-
er a company is legitimate, conduct 
an online search to find third-party 
reviews. Oftentimes, phony companies 
will forge testimonials and reviews on 
their own site, but they cannot control 
what people report on other sites. 

Avoid	sharing	your	personal	in-
formation	over	the	phone.	Unless 
you initiated the call or you were 
expecting the call, never share your 
personal identifying information over 
the phone. When in doubt, ask for a 
phone number, a contact person and 
the address and end the call. Use a 
phone book or the internet to conduct 
a search on the organization to make 
sure it is legitimate.

Protect	yourself	in-store. Many 
Americans tend to binge-shop for 
holiday gifts, which can be a hotspot 
for scammers and thieves. When 
shopping in stores, make sure you 
know where your wallet, phone and 
payment cards are at all times and 
cover the keypad when entering a 
PIN at checkout or when withdrawing 
money from an ATM.

We hope these tips help you have a 
safe and happy holiday season!

Personal	Card	Designs

Business	Card	Designs

Happy 
Holidays

From Your Friends
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